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Project Purpose
TAM has initiated the next phase of this project to identify 
multi-modal improvements that will address congestion and 
improve safety and mobility in the Greenbrae Corridor. This 
corridor is designated as the 8th worst congested highway in 
the Bay Area — and future traffic growth will make it worse. 
Some of the existing corridor inadequacies include: 

•	� Closely-spaced interchanges on Highway 101 
that do not meet current California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) standards and cause 
weaving and merging conflicts on the highway, 

• 	 Higher accident rates than the average for a 
similar roadway, 

• 	 Congested local streets in Corte Madera, 
Larkspur and San Rafael because of limited 
local circulation routes and diversions from the 
congested highway, and 

• 	 Limited transit and pedestrian/bicycle facilities 
that decrease mobility and increase congestion 
within the corridor.
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Partners & Roles
•	 Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) 

TAM is the sponsoring agency responsible for directing the 
Greenbrae Corridor Project.

•	 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

Caltrans provides technical oversight, participates in a 
Technical Advisory Committee, and as “owner” of the freeway 
facility, ensures that whatever is proposed and considered, 
meets state and federal standards and guidelines for 
operations and safety. 

•	 Local Agencies

Local agencies include representatives from agencies and 
municipalities directly affected by any improvements. They 
include: the Town of Corte Madera, City of Larkspur, City of San 
Rafael, County of Marin, Marin County Transit District, Golden 
Gate Bridge Highway and Transportation District, and Federal 
Highway Administration.



Project Background

The 2002 Interim Planning Report included a range 
of preliminary options
•	 With input from the public, the Larkspur City 

Council and Corte Madera Town Council indicated 
their preference for Option 4 with certain 
modifications in March 2003. The detailed 
analysis should:

	 - Study the Tamalpais Drive/101 interchange
	 - Study the Madera on/off ramps
	 - Address impacts to local traffic circulation and 

bicycle/pedestrian access

 Cal Park Hill Tunnel

TUNNEL REHABILITATION & MULTI-USE PATHWAY

415/499-6570  • www.tam.ca.gov

 Cal Park Hill Tunnel

TUNNEL REHABILITATION & MULTI-USE PATHWAY

FOR MORE INFO: 

contact Bill Whitney 

at 415.507.2810

RECENT PROGRESS

The Cal Park project has just received NEPA clearance! This allows the 
project team to pursue other necessary permits, and is a key step for the project 
to remain on schedule. 

Engineering and design work has been proceeding steadily. The sixty percent 
design process is now complete and work on final design should be finished by 
the end of the year.  Meetings with the public, property owners, County Parks 
and Open Space staff, and emergency service providers have been important in 
shaping key design decisions. 

 SECURITY AND EMERGENCY ACCESS PLAN

With the help of emergency providers, a draft emergency access plan 
has been devised which includes the following recommendations: 

• “Blue light” stations with emergency telephones within the tunnel
• Security cameras connected directly to the internet for surveillance by   
 emergency responders 
• Cable in the tunnel to allow radio and cellular phone communications
• Mile-post markers within the tunnel, as location references
• Emergency vehicle access and turnarounds
• Development of an MOU with SMART and Cities outlining roles/responsibilities

Restoring the 
Cal Park Hill 
Tunnel for 
bicycle and 
pedestrian
travel, and 
potential
passenger rail 
shared use. 

Significant amenities, including landscaping and other treatments, will 
be limited to the trailheads with a more significant treatment at the 
northern terminus in San Rafael.  Trailheads will provide information 
about hours of operation, trail regulations, and the historical 
significance of this trailway. Historic markers will also be incorporated 
along the trail as appropriate.
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Several previous studies and related projects have been completed for the corridor

The 2004 Central Marin Ferry 
Connection Project report 
identified preferred alternatives 
based on input from the public 
(input at public meeting and 
survey responses) and the 
Technical Advisory Committee
•	 Alternative 1B was identified 

as the preferred alternative 
followed by 1C


